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TO: Our newest Entered Apprentice Brother:  
 
Again, we congratulate you, and this time we can call you "Brother", on your completion of the First Degree in the 
mysteries of Freemasonry. We are pleased to count you among our number, and we trust that you will be pleased with 
what you experience and learn in your travels through Freemasonry.  
 
You probably have many questions. Some of these we can answer now, others will be left for you to determine the 
answers through study and pondering the lessons to which you have and will later be exposed. In addition to the 
catechism (a series of questions and answers regarding the degree which you have just experienced), which will be 
taught you directly by one of our brothers and in which you must demonstrate proficiency before proceeding to the 
next degree, the following papers or lectures have been prepared to help you comprehend what you have just 
experienced. Please read them several times so that you can better understand this degree before proceeding to the 
Second or Fellow Craft Degree. If you have any questions regarding this Degree of Freemasonry in general, we invite 
you to contact the brother previously recommended to you or another learned brother in the Lodge.  
 
Subject No. 1:  THE MEANING OF THE TERM ENTERED APPRENTICE  
 
You are now an Entered Apprentice Mason. The first step in your journey in Freemasonry. Doubtless you found your 
initiation an experience you will never forget, nor should you ever forget it. A Degree of Masonry is not an isolated 
experience, but an ever-enduring privilege. Always you can sit in an Entered Apprentice Lodge. You can return to 
observe, to participate in, and to study its ceremonies. Your possession of the Degree is complete. You can continue to 
enjoy it as long as you live.  
 
Doubtless you have an eager curiosity to learn more about this remarkable Degree before you receive the Fellow Craft 
Degree. Perhaps its ceremonies seemed strange to you; its language fell on your ears with unaccustomed accents; and 
at its end you may have been somewhat bewildered. It is our function to help you to interpret it by giving you a brief 
explanation of the term "Entered Apprentice."  
 
The builders of all those remarkable structures erected in the Gothic style of architecture in the Middle Ages in Europe 
and Great Britain , from six to nine hundred years ago, we call "Operative Masons" because they were builders in the 
literal sense. It was their trade and means of livelihood.  
 
Those operative Masons were organized in lodges. They had lodge-rooms and in them held frequent communications. 
The members were divided into grades. They employed ceremonies of initiation, used signs, symbols and passwords, 
preserved secrecy, and admitted only men to membership. It was necessary for the operative Masons to accept new 
members to replace those lost through removal, accident, illness or death. To do this they used the apprenticeship 
system.  
 
The word "Apprentice" means "learner", or "beginner", who is taking his first steps in mastering a trade, art or 
profession. The operative Apprentice, a boy, usually from ten to fifteen years of age, was required to be sound in 
body, without maim in his limbs, in order to do work requiring physical strength and endurance. He had to be of good 
habits, obedient and willing to learn, of unquestioned reputation, and be well recommended by Masons already 
members of the craft.  
 
When such a boy was chosen an Apprentice he was called into the lodge where all the members could assure 
themselves of his qualifications. If they voted to receive him he was given much information about the craft, what it 
required of its members, something of its early history and tradition, and what his duties would be. He gave a solemn 
promise to obey his superiors, to work diligently, to observe the laws and rules and to keep the secrets. After being 
thus obligated, he was bound over, or indentured, to one of the more experienced Masons. As a rule he lived with this 
Mason and learned the methods and secrets of the trade. This apprenticeship usually lasted seven years.  
 
After this young man had gone to school in the manner long enough to give assurance of his fitness to master the art 
and to become an acceptable member of the society, his name was entered on the books of the lodge and he was given 
a recognized place in the craft organization; because of this official entering of his name he was given the title 
"Entered Apprentice."  
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It is difficult to exaggerate the care our operative Masonic forebears devoted to these learners. The Intender, as the 
Mason to whom the Apprentice was indentured was called, was obliged by law to teach him the theory as well as the 
practice of Masonry. Other Masons with whom he was set to work at the simpler tasks also were his teachers. He was 
given moral instruction and his conduct carefully scrutinized. The operative Masons knew that the Apprentice of today 
made the Master Mason of the future.  
 
As time passed the customs, ceremonies, rules, and traditions, crystallized into a unit we may describe as the 
Operative Entered Apprentice Degree. After the Reformation, operative Masonry was transformed into speculative 
Masonry. The Entered Apprentice Degree was retained as the first of the three degrees of the speculative lodge, 
though modified to meet the needs of the speculative fraternity.  
 
As an Entered Apprentice Mason you are a learner, a beginner, in speculative Masonry and because you have this rank 
certain things are expected of you. 
 
First, you are expected to show a certain humility. As a learner you must show obedience to your teachers and be 
willing to have them lead you.  
 
Second, you must learn certain portions of the Degree so as to prove your proficiency in open lodge. You must master 
them so thoroughly that they will remain with you through life because you will have need of them many times in the 
future.  
 
Third, you must study to improve yourself in Masonry in other ways so that you become a real Mason, not merely a 
member.  
 
As you stood in the Northeast Corner of the lodge during your initiation you were taught a certain lesson concerning the 
cornerstone. The meaning of that lesson should now be clear to you. You are a cornerstone of the craft. The day will 
come when into your hands will fall the responsibilities of the lodge. It is our hope that you will prove a solid 
foundation, true and tried, set four square, on which our great fraternity may safely build for work in many years to 
come.  
 
Subject No. 2:  AN INTERPRETATION OF THE RITUAL OF THE FIRST DEGREE  
 
In the Ritual the Masonic Lodge room is represented as a symbol of the world. The particular form of this symbol comes 
from early times when man believed the earth to be square and the sky a solid dome. The world represented is the 
world of Masonry from beginning to end, including all that lies between. The West Gate through which the candidate 
enters represents birth; therefore, he is helpless like a babe just born. The old life with all its accessories has dropped 
from him as completely as though he were dead.  
 
Masonry is systematic, well proportioned, and balanced. Duties and work are supervised and regulated, controlled 
through laws written and unwritten. The candidate obligates himself to uphold that lawful system. When he salutes the 
Master and Wardens, he signifies his obedience to the legally constituted officers. When he follows his guide and fears 
no danger, he expresses his trust in, and loyalty to, the fraternity.  
 
The new world is a lawful world with a definite nature, specified purposes, and well defined aims and ideals. Its 
members cannot make it over or conform it to their own purposes. Instead, they must make themselves over to 
conform to its requirements. One should become a lodge member in order to become a real Master Mason. If anything 
in his nature obstructs him, he must use his Working Tools to remove it. The Apprentice shall offer himself as a rough 
stone to be shaped under Masonic laws and influences for a place in the Temple of Masonry .  
 
The world of Masonry is a complete world and satisfies the needs of the whole man ~ physical, moral, intellectual, 
social, and spiritual. It establishes physical conditions suitable to its needs. It requires of its citizens that they be good 
and true men. If offers abundant opportunities for good fellowship and social contacts. It satisfies the mind with its 
great teachings. It worships God, opens the Sacred Books, and leads the life of prayer according to the needs of the 
soul. To learn such a life, an Apprentice must study. It is required that he build his life according to the designs on the 
trestle board. He is assisted by guides and teachers, encouraged and inspired by experienced brethren.  
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Masonry is dedicated to brotherhood. Unless the Apprentice is willing and qualified to lead the brotherly life, he will 
never master the Royal Art. Though the penalties for the violation of our obligations may at first seem harsh, they are 
assumed in a symbolical and spiritual sense and will serve as constant reminders that we must ever be on guard to 
avoid the pitfalls of life. Unless the obligations impress the Freemason with genuine sincerity to lead the brotherly life, 
the Mystic Tie can never take lasting hold of his nature. All our ritual, symbols, emblems, allegories and ceremonies, in 
all the richness and variety of their meaning, point in the same direction. Unless a Mason understands and accepts 
them, he will fail to understand the Masonic teachings.  
 
In this degree an Apprentice takes his first step into this life, leaving the darkness, destitution and helplessness of the 
profane world for the light and warmth of this new existence. This is the great meaning of the degree. The beginning 
of a new career in which duties, rights and privileges are real. If a candidate is not to be an Apprentice in name only, 
he must stand ready to do a work upon his own nature which will make him a different man.  
 
As an Entered Apprentice he must therefore possess certain qualities. One of these is obedience. Unless a learner is 
willing to obey his guides and teachers, there is no way for him to learn.  
 
Another qualification is humility. An Apprentice will never be subjected to humiliation, but it is demanded that he be 
willing to be led and directed, with no presumptuous belief that he knows already what he has only begun to learn. To 
become a Mason is a solemn and serious undertaking. Once the step is taken it will change the course of a man's life.  
 
With these he needs also industriousness. Freemasonry maintains a high threshold. It holds out no deceptive promise of 
an easy victory, but makes it plain that many obstacles and hazards will be encountered in the journey. Members are 
called Craftsmen because they are presumably skilled workmen. Lodges are quarries because they are scenes of toil. 
Freemasonry offers no wages or rewards except to those who earn them. She places Working Tools in the hands of her 
members, not playthings.  
 
Subject No. 3:  THE TENTES (BROTHERLY LOVE, RELIEF, AND TRUTH)  
 
The principal tenets of Freemasonry are Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. It is necessary not to overlook the word 
"principal" for it signifies that, while our fraternity lays the greatest emphasis on these three teachings, yet there are 
others of almost equal importance which must not be lost sight of.  
 
By a "tenet" is meant some teaching so obviously true, so universally accepted, that we believe it without question. 
Examples lie everywhere about us: good health is better than illness; a truthful man is more dependable than a liar; it 
is better to save money than to waste it; an industrious man is more useful than an idle one; education is to be 
preferred to ignorance; these are but a few of the countless examples of teachings that no intelligent man can possibly 
question. Everybody takes them for granted. They are tenets.  
 
Freemasonry considers Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth to be teachings of this kind, true in a sense that no man can 
question them; they are obvious, self-proving, axiomatic. It is not uncommon for men to consider Brotherly  
 
Love, while highly desirable, as not practicable, and therefore but a vision to be dreamed but never possessed. It is 
challenging for Freemasonry to call these "tenets," thus stating that they are plainly and obviously and necessarily true. 
Unless you grasp this and see that the teachings of Freemasonry are self-evident realities, not visionary ideals, you will 
never understand Masonic teachings. For Freemasonry does not tell us that Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth ought to be 
true, that it would be better for us all if they were true — she tells us that they are true. They are tremendous realities 
in human life, and it is as impossible to question their existence as to question the ground under our feet, or the sun 
over our heads. Our question is not whether to believe in them or not, for we cannot help but believe them; our 
question is, what we are going to do with them?  
 
Love places the highest possible valuation on another person. A man's mother or father, his wife or sweetheart, his 
children, his intimate friends, he values not for advantages he may gain from them, not for their usefulness, but each 
one in his own person and for his own sake. We work for such persons, we make sacrifices for them, we delight to be 
with them; that, in detail and practice is what is meant by love.  
 
What, then, is Brotherly Love? Manifestly, it means that we place on another man the highest possible valuation as a 
friend, a companion, an associate, a neighbor. Merely to be with him, to spend hours in his company, to work at his 
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side is a privilege. We do not ask that from our relationship we shall make money, or further our business interests, or 
achieve any selfish gain. Our relationship with a brother is its own excuse for being, its own justification, its own 
reward. Brotherly Love is one of the supreme goods without which life is lonely, unhappy, ugly. This is not a hope or a 
dream, but a fact — as real as day and night or the law of gravity. Freemasonry builds on that fact, takes it for 
granted, provides opportunities for us to have such fellowship, encourages us to understand and to practice it, and to 
make it one of the laws of our existence, one of our principal tenets.  
 
Relief is one of the forms of charity. We think of charity as relief from pauperism. To care for a man crippled or 
chronically ill, or a victim of unemployment, or addicted to drink or gambling, so that his dependents are left in want, 
is deemed usually a responsibility resting on the public. As a rule the public discharges that responsibility through some 
form of organized charity financed by general subscriptions or out of the public funds.  
 
The Masonic conception of relief is different. While now and then some brother, through misfortune and no fault of his 
own, becomes more or less permanently unable to support himself and family and is cared for by outside relief or by 
his lodge in cooperation with the Relief Committee of Grand Lodge, such cases are the exception rather than the rule. 
The qualifications demanded of a petitioner exclude the men who, through indolence or vice, may be expected to 
lapse into chronic poverty.  
 
Masonic relief takes it for granted that any man, no matter how industrious and frugal he may be, through sudden 
misfortune or other conditions over which he has no control, may be in temporary need of a helping hand. To extend it 
is not what is generally described as charity, but is one of the natural and inevitable acts of brotherhood. Any 
conception of brotherhood must include this willingness to give help, aid and assistance. Therefore relief, Masonically 
understood, is a tenet.  
 
By Truth, the last of the principal tenets, is meant something more than the search for truths in the intellectual sense, 
though that is included. Freemasonry's motto is, "Let there be light." In any permanent brotherhood members must be 
truthful in character and habit, dependable, men of honor as well as of honesty, men on whom we can rely to be 
faithful fellows and loyal friends. Thus understood, Truth is a necessity, required if a brotherhood is to exist; 
therefore, we take it for granted as beyond question.  
 
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth are the principal tenets of Masonry. There are other tenets; teachings so obvious that 
argument is never necessary to sustain them. With this in mind we urge you to ponder the teachings of the craft as you 
progress from degree to degree. You may not find them novel. Novelty, however, while it may have its own interest, is 
not to be compared in value with the knowledge that the truths on which Freemasonry is founded are eternal. They are 
never new, neither are they ever old; time cannot wither nor custom stale their infinite variety; the freshness of 
immortality is on them because they never die; in them is a ceaseless inspiration and an inexhaustible appeal. They are 
tenets of Freemasonry because always and everywhere they have been tenets of successful human life.  
 
Subject No. 4:  SYMBOLS OF THE FIRST DEGREE  
 
The symbols, emblems and allegorical ceremonies of the First Degree each have a meaning. While our time is too brief 
to give you complete explanations, we believe it will be profitable to you to have a few suggestions.  
 
The Hoodwink represents the darkness in which an uninitiated man stands as regards to Masonic life. It is removed at 
the moment of enlightenment, suggesting that the great things of existence, such as goodness, truth and beauty are 
found. They are always there but our blindness conceals them from us.  
 
The Cable Tow is a symbol of all those external restraints by which a man is controlled by forces outside himself. If a 
man does not keep the law of his own free will, he must be compelled to keep it. The removal of the Cable Tow 
signifies that when a man becomes master of himself he will keep the law by his own character.  
 
The Lodge is a symbol of the world of Masonry. In its scope and extent, Freemasonry is as broad as human nature and 
as wide as mankind; as a spirit and ideal, it permeates the whole life of every true Mason, outside the lodge as well as 
in.  
 
The Ceremony of Entrance, by which is meant all that happens at the West Gate, signifies birth and symbolizes the fact 
that a candidate is entering the world of Masonry.  
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The Reception typifies the one real penalty for violations of the obligations, the destructive consequences to a man's 
nature of being faithless to his vows, untrue to his word, disloyal to his obedience.  
 
The Rite of Circumambulation, the ceremony of walking around the lodge room, is an allegorical act rich with many 
meanings. One of these is that the Masonic life is a progressive journey, from station to station of attainment, and that 
a Mason will always search for more light.  
 
The East is the source of light, Masons are sons of light, therefore we face the East. This is an equally significant 
ceremony in that when approaching the East, we are seeking light or truth.  
 
The Altar is a symbol of the worship of God — the center around which all else revolves.  
 
The Obligation signifies the nature and place of obligation in human life. An obligation is a contract, a pledge, a duty 
that is owed. A Mason can be depended upon to fulfill his obligations to the best of his ability.  
 
The Great Lights in Masonry are the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses. As a Great Light the Holy Bible represents the 
will of God as man understands it; the Square is an emblem of virtue; the Compasses signify the moral and spiritual 
life. If a man acts in obedience to the will of God, according to the dictates of his conscience, he will be living in the 
illumination of the Great Lights and cannot go astray.  
 
The Lesser Lights represent the Sun, Moon, and Worshipful Master. Together, the Sun and Moon are emblematic of 
Constancy. Separately, the Sun represents the Action of leadership and the Moon represents the receptiveness of 
leadership. By combining these three attributes, the Worshipful Master should seek to lead the lodge.  
 
The Word and Grip are our means of recognition by which among strangers we are able to prove others or ourselves 
regular Masons in order to enter into fraternal relationships.  
 
The Worshipful Master is a symbol as well as the executive officer of the lodge. As the sun rules the day, he rules and 
governs his lodge. His title, "Worshipful," means that he is worthy of respect and obedience.  
 
The Apron is at once the emblem of purity and the badge of a Mason. By purity is meant blamelessness. The badge of a 
Mason signifies that Masons are workers and builders, not drones and destructionists.  
 
The Northeast Corner, halfway between the North, place of darkness, and East, source of light, is traditionally the 
place where the cornerstone of a building is laid. The Apprentice stands there because he is a cornerstone of the 
future craft. What Apprentices are today Masonry will become in the future. 
 
The Working Tools represent those moral and spiritual virtues, habits and forces by which a man reshapes the crude 
and often stubborn materials of his  
 
nature to adjust himself to the requirements of human society. To become a Mason, a man who has lived planlessly, 
carelessly, and without ideal, must learn to systematize his life, as signified by the Twenty-four Inch Gauge. If he has 
traits or defects of character that disturb or injure others and interfere with his taking his proper place in the 
brotherhood, as "corners of rough stones" interfere with putting them into their allotted places in the building, he must 
rid himself of them with the Common Gavel.  
 
The Entered Apprentice is himself a symbol, one of the noblest in the emblematic system of the craft. He represents 
youth, typified by the rising sun; trained youth, youth willing to submit itself to discipline and to seek knowledge in 
order to learn the great art of life, the real Royal Art, represented and interpreted by all the mysteries of Masonry.  
 
It is by these voices and arts, that our magnificent First Degree gave its teachings to you as a man and Entered 
Apprentice Mason. We sincerely hope that these suggestions as to the meaning of these symbols and emblems will lead 
you to seek further for more light, not only that you may become a well-trained Mason, but also for their value to your 
life outside the lodge room.  
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Subject No. 5:  DUTIES, PRIVILEGES AND LIMITATIONS OF AN ENTERED APPRENTICE  
 
As an Entered Apprentice you have an immediate and personal interest in our subject, but our discussion should lead 
you to see that it has a permanent and important interest for every Mason, however long it may be since he received 
the First Degree. In a sense we always remain Entered Apprentices. The teachings of the Degree remain always in 
effect. Its obligation, subject to additions in the succeeding degrees, continues to be binding. As Masons we associate 
with Apprentices, work with them, perhaps are sought by them for counsel and advice. Therefore, it is important for us 
to have as clear an understanding as possible of the duties, privileges and limitations of Apprentices. ;.  
 
An Apprentice cannot be a member of a lodge, vote or hold office. Only a Master Mason can thus consummate his 
membership. He is not entitled to Masonic burial nor can he walk in public Masonic processions as the public  
 
assumes that every man in one is a full-fledged Mason, and judges him as such and the craft by him. An Apprentice is 
still on probation, and the craft has not yet received him as a member. An Apprentice can visit or sit in a lodge only 
when at labor on the First Degree. Since all the business of a lodge is conducted in the Third Degree, he has no voice in 
its discussion, no vote in its decision. Nor is he entitled to any pecuniary benefits as he as yet contributes nothing.  
 
An Apprentice possesses certain important rights and privileges. He has the right to be coached and instructed in 
matters pertaining to his Degree. He has a right to sit in lodges of Entered Apprentices. If charged with violating his 
obligation he is entitled to trial. He has the right to apply for advancement to a higher degree. Also the Apprentice 
possesses modes of recognition by which he can make himself known to other Apprentices and he has the privilege of 
using them.  
 
Of his duties the chief is to be faithful to his obligation. As an Apprentice he should study the obligation so carefully, 
that both its words and their meaning will remain with him as long as he lives and, as previously stated, the penalty is 
symbolical.  
 
It is also the duty of the Apprentice to learn the required portions of the degree with thoroughness because it contains 
Masonic teachings of fundamental importance that remain forever binding on every Mason. He should not be content 
with learning the words letter-perfect, but study the meanings also. The First Degree is not a temporary stopping 
place, but a step in the ladder of ascent.  
 
The Apprentice is on probation — not a Mason, but a Mason in the making. He is passing through a period of trial and 
testing and his relation to the craft is like that of the medical student to the profession of medicine, or the beginning 
freshman to the university. Therefore it is his duty to be obedient, trusting himself without questions to his guides, and 
in a spirit of humbleness, quick to respond to the instructions of the officers of the lodge. It is not for him to question 
what he finds, to discuss the lodge, to enter into arguments or to set himself up as a critic. His presence in the craft is 
as yet at its pleasure and he possesses no right to remain in it. Nor can he know enough about it to criticize or to find 
fault. Since he is by status a learner, his chief task is to learn, and to learn he must obey its teachings.  
 
Freemasonry preserves a secrecy about all its work; it meets behind tyled doors; it throws over its principles and 
teachings a garment of symbolism and ritual; its Art is a mystery; a wall great and high separates if from the profane 
world; it is a world in itself standing silently within the great world. Nor is its work easy to understand. Difficult, 
exceedingly complex, it is carried forward in the high and responsible regions of the religious, moral and intellectual 
life. For such reasons there is almost nothing in common between it and social societies which serve as playgrounds. By 
comparison with such societies Freemasonry is more like a university, a church, the state, or societies devoted to 
science and scholarship.  
 
The petitioner who knocks at our portals possesses very slight knowledge of what lies within, brings with him little or 
no previous preparation. Once inside he discovers that Masonry stretches away before him like a great continent across 
which he must make a long and often difficult journey to reach his goal. The night on which he receives his Entered 
Apprentice Degree marks the beginning of his journey and the task of learning Masonry.  
 
In asking you to learn well the duties, privileges, prerogatives and limitations of an Entered Apprentice, we also urge 
you to conceive of apprenticeship in the larger sense. It is not difficult for a candidate to become a member in name 
only, but we want your own ambition to extend far beyond that perfunctory stage. We believe that you desire to 
become a Mason in reality and that no idle desire for honor of bearing the name has been your motive for seeking our 
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fellowship. If this be true, we both urge and advise you not to be content with the letter and outward form in this your 
beginning period; but to apply yourself with freedom, fervency and zeal to the sincere and thorough mastering of our 
Royal Art. So to do is to be an Entered Apprentice Mason in spirit and in truth. 
 
 


