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TO: Our newest Brother Master Mason: 
 
Again, for a fourth time, we congratulate you... this time on your Raising to the Third Degree, the sublime Degree of 
Master Mason. You are now entitled to all the rights and privileges in this Lodge. We trust our association will be long 
and pleasant. But, as you may have guessed, your travels in Freemasonry have actually only started. 
 
Again, you have a catechism to learn, and a limited time to learn it. But if you are like the rest of us you have more 
questions now than you did when you came to receive the First Degree, even though a great number have already been 
answered. Yes, you still have more to learn about Freemasonry, its organization and appendant orders, its lessons and 
philosophies, its history, more than one can possibly learn in a lifetime. But don't despair, the more you learn and 
practice what you learn the better man you will become, for your God, your country, your family, your neighbor and 
YOURSELF. As was done for you before you joined and for the previous degrees, certain papers or lectures have been 
prepared to help you to better understand the Third or Sublime Master Mason's Degree. As before, they may be given in 
the form of Lectures, but we suggested that you also read now and re-read later both these and the previous papers as 
a guide to help light your footsteps in your future Masonic travels. If you have questions, ask your catechism coach or 
contact the brother previously recommended to you or another learned brother in the Lodge. We may not be able to 
give you a definitive answer immediately, but we are willing to help lead you toward a resolution to your question. 
 
Subject No. 1:  INTERPRETATION OF THE RITUAL OF THE THIRD DEGREE 
 
You have been raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. It is indeed a "sublime" degree, for a man may study for 
years without exhausting it. Any interpretation must necessarily be a hint only; yet a hint may stimulate a man to 
reflect upon it for himself and to study it more thoroughly in the future. 
 
In the First and Second Degrees you were surrounded by the symbols and emblems of architecture. In the Third Degree 
you found a different order of symbolism, cast in the language of the soul - its life, its tragedy and its triumph. To 
recognize this is the first step in interpretation. 
 
The second step is to recognize that the Third Degree has many meanings. It is not intended to be a lesson complete, 
finished, and closed up. Rather it is a pointing out of paths, a new departure, a series of inspirations, an awakening of 
all the faculties. It is like a great drama, picture or symphony to which one may evermore return to find new meanings 
as in an inexhaustible fountain-head of truth. Most essentially it is a drama of the immortality of the soul, setting forth 
the truth that while a man withers away and perishes, there is that in him which perishes not. That this is the meaning 
most generally adopted by the craft is shown by our habits of language. We say that a man is initiated an Entered 
Apprentice, passed a Fellow Craft, and raised a Master Mason. By this it appears that it is the raising that most Masons 
have found at the center of the Master Mason Degree. 
 
The life of a man is organized in a number of groups of experiences, each different from the others. Some experiences 
are incidental to our passage through time, from childhood, through manhood to old age. Some are incidental to the 
life of the body: hunger, sleep, weariness, the senses, the feelings. Others cluster about the home and the family, 
about religion, worship, God, the meaning and purpose of life. Yet others have to do with a man's work, his trade or 
occupation, how he makes a living for himself and his dependents. Some center about his life in the community, as a 
social being, as a neighbor or a citizen. Unless one is adequate to deal with all these groups of experiences he cannot 
be happy. 
 
The most difficult of all to deal with is that made up of the evils of life: hard experiences, sin, defeat, suffering, 
disease, pain, loss of friends or fortune, enmity, treachery, crime, wickedness, sorrow, death. Herein lie our greatest 
problems, our most trying ordeals, our severest testings. If we can find the wisdom to deal with these, if we can 
triumph over and solve their problems, our characters will be secure, our happiness assured. What are you doing about 
evil, in yourself and in the world about you? This is a question life asks of each of us. If we fail to give the right answer, 
it enforces the worst of all penalties. 
 
Evil may be brought upon us by our own acts, or come through no responsibility of our own. If evil comes upon a man 
by his own acts, we feel that it is a just compensation. But what of the evil that comes upon a good man? Such we call 
a tragedy. 
 
Evil in the form of tragedy is set forth in the drama of the Third Degree. Here is a good and wise man, a builder, 
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working for others and giving others work, the highest we know, as it is dedicated wholly to God. Through no fault of 
his own he experiences tragedy from friends and fellow Masons. Here is evil incarnate and unalloyed, a complete 
picture of human tragedy. 
 
How did the craft meet this tragedy? The first step was to impose the supreme penalty on those who had possessed the 
will to destroy and therefore had to be destroyed lest another tragedy follow. The greatest enemy man has makes war 
upon the good, and to it no quarter can be given. 
 
The next step was to recover from the wreckage caused by the tragedy whatever of value it had left undestroyed. 
Confusion had come upon the craft, but order was restored. Loyal craftsmen took up the burdens dropped by the 
traitors. It is one of the prime duties of life that a man shall toil to undo the harm wrought by sin and crime, or in time 
the world would be destroyed by the evils that are done in it. 
 
But what of the victim of the tragedy? Here is the most profound and most difficult lesson of the drama. The victim 
was a good man, his goodness rooted in an unvarying faith in God, that which destroyed him in one sense could not 
destroy him in another. The spirit in him rose above the reach of evil. By virtue of it he was raised from a dead level to 
a living perpendicular. 
 
Let us imagine a genuinely good man who has been the victim of the most terrible of tragedies, one caused by the 
treachery of friends. How can he be raised above the clutch of such circumstances? How can he emerge a happier man 
than before? By his spirit rising to the level of forgiveness, or resignation, of self-sacrifice, refusing to stoop to 
retaliation or to harbor bitterness. In such a spirit the truest happiness is found 
 
The secret of such power is in the Third Degree, symbolized by the Word. If that Word is lost a man must search for it. 
If a man possesses that Word he has the secret of Masonic Art. To rise to the height of spiritual life is to stand on a 
level above the reach of tragedy or the powers of evil. To have the spirit rest in God, to have a sincere and unvarying 
faith in truth and goodness, is the inner secret of a Master Mason; to teach which is the purpose of the Third Degree. 
 
Subject No. 2:  SYMBOLS, EMBLEMS AND ALLEGORIES OF THE THIRD DEGREE 
 
In your experience with the Ritual and your meetings with us you have learned that every phrase, event, and other 
detail in the ceremonies of initiation is full of meaning. No item is merely for effect or ornament. In the Third Degree 
are the deepest and most profound teachings of our fraternity. You passed through the degree in one night, to 
understand it will require many nights, and though you may study it for years you will never exhaust it. In a few 
minutes we can give you but a few hints in the hope that they may inspire you to study the degree for yourself. 
 
The symbolism of the First and Second Degrees centers around the art of architecture; their purpose is to teach you, in 
the First, to be a builder of yourself, in the Second, a builder of society. In the Third Degree the symbolism takes 
another form. Although its background continues to be architecture, and its action takes place in and about a Temple , 
it is a spiritual symbolism of life and death. Its principal teaching is of immortality. 
 
If a man permits himself to be buried under the rubbish heap of sins and passions it is possible, if he has learned the 
secret of the spiritual life and with the help of God, to rise again into a new life, either here or hereafter. This gives us 
the key to the whole degree, and in its light, all its symbols, emblems, all allegories must be understood. 
 
The Working Tools of the degree are all the implements of Masonry, but more especially the Trowel by which we 
spread the cement of brotherly love. But brotherly love itself has its source and seat in the soul. To love a man above 
his sins, to cherish him in spite of his faults, to forgive him in all sincerity, to bear with him and to forbear is possible 
only as we live in the spiritual life and have our souls purged of selfishness. 
 
The Tragedy of Hiram Abif is the climax of the degree. Indeed, the climax of all the ceremonies of Freemasonry of 
whatever degree. Next in importance, and in many ways equal in interest, is the allegorical "Search For That Which 
Was Lost." This has an historical background. To the early Jewish people a name was something peculiarly identified 
with a person and held in reverence. The name of God was held in extreme reverence. This holy name was never 
pronounced above a whisper. After a while only the priests were permitted to use it. Finally only the High Priest, and 
then only when alone in the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement. During some national calamity, the High Priest 
was destroyed before he had the opportunity to pass it on to his successor. 
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The Name might have been preserved in the sacred writings of the Jews except that their written language had this 
peculiarity - the vowels were understood, not written. The consonants of the Divine Name are known, J H V H, but not 
the vowels, and therefore not the name. All this appears in our ritual in the form of allegory. A word was possessed. 
The Word was lost. 
 
Like all symbols this means many things. One of its more profound meanings is that if a man has lost the ideals and 
standards of his youth, his character, his faith in truth and goodness, the secret of what it is to be a man, he must, if 
he is to live the Masonic life, go in search of that which was lost and continue searching until he finds it. Without 
manhood it is useless to be a man. 
 
You may wonder why the ritual does not explain fully and clearly the meaning of this symbolism, why it leaves the 
candidate to find the meanings for himself. There are three reasons for this silence. First, lack of sufficient time. To 
explain them all fully would require not three nights but thirty, perhaps three hundred. Second, the Masonic life grows 
by what we do for ourselves infinitely more than by what others do for us. Third, the method of the ritual is to bring us 
into the presence of the greater truths of life knowing that their mere presence will have a deep influence over us. 
Each man is left to work them out in detail according to his own needs. 
 
Of the emblems of the Third Degree one after another is set before us, apparently in no given order, and each with 
only a hint of what it signifies. Yet each of them stands for some great idea or ideal, necessary throughout our lives, 
and the purpose is to plant them in our consciousness, to keep them always in our presence. 
 
Each of them is a master truth. In the Three Pillars we have the great ideas of wisdom, strength and beauty. The three 
steps remind us of how Youth, Manhood, and Old Age is each a unity in itself, each possessing its own duties and 
problems, each calling for its own philosophy. 
 
Unhappy is the man who reaches middle years having missed these undeniable and all-important truths. He has gone 
backward, not forward. He has ignored the fact that his life is in God's hands. The central teaching of the Master Mason 
Degree expressed in the Tragedy of Hiram Abif, is a way for him to recover possession of his life. He can be raised to a 
new manhood, lifted from the dead level of death to a living perpendicular. He may be called back from a grave that is 
more terrible than the dissolution of the body. By repudiating and dying to his old life, by gaining again his faith in 
God, he finds the path to recovery. 
 
Subject No. 3:  THE LEGEND OF HIRAM ABIF 
 
In the Sublime Degree you were impressed by the Tragedy of Hiram Abif above all other features of its impressive 
ceremonies. As the degree is the climax of initiation so is that Tragedy the climax of the degree. To understand and 
appreciate its richness of profound meaning will be a prized possession as long as you live. 
 
Drama is conflict between a man and other men or other forces, resulting in a crisis or problem and is followed by a 
resolution or solution. If the resolution is against him and he becomes a victim or a sufferer, the drama is tragedy. The 
Masonic drama occurs in our own lives, to each of us, in our daily experiences. 
 
The tragedy of Hiram Abif is a ritualistic drama. Ritual is the set words and fixed ceremonies addressed to the human 
spirit through the imagination. A ritualistic drama moves wholly in the realm of the spirit where time, space and 
particular individuals are ignored. The clash of forces, the crises and fates of the human spirit alone enter into it, and 
they hold true of all men everywhere regardless of who they are or where or when. 
 
Since the drama of Hiram Abif is ritualistic it is a mistake to accept it as history. There was a Hiram Abif in history, but 
our Third Degree goes far beyond what history tells of him. Our Hiram Abif is a symbol of the human soul. If, therefore, 
you have been troubled with the thought that some of the events of this drama could not have happened, you can ease 
your mind. Even though they may never have happened in history they are symbols of what happens in the life of every 
man. 
 
It is an inexcusable blunder to treat the drama as a mock tragedy. The exemplification of our ritualistic drama should 
be as sincere, as solemn, as earnest as a prayer before the Altar; he who takes it trivially or with perverted humor 
betrays a shallowness of soul which shows him unfit to be a Mason. 
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Hiram Abif is the symbol of the human soul. The work he was engaged to supervise is the symbol of the work we do 
when we supervise, organize and direct our lives from birth to death. The enemies he met are symbols of those lusts 
and passions which in our breasts make war on our characters. His doom befalls every man who becomes a victim to 
those enemies: to be interrupted in his work, to be made outcast from the mastership over himself and, at the end, to 
be buried under all manner of rubbish — ill fame, defeat, demoralization, disgrace, weakness, misery, evil habits, and 
scorn. The manner in which he was raised from a dead level to a living perpendicular is the way by which any man rises 
from self-defeat to self-mastery. And the Great Architect, by the power of whose word Hiram Abif was raised, is the 
God in whose arms we ourselves forever lie and whose mighty help we also need to raise us out of the graves of defeat, 
evil, and death. 
 
Did you ask, while participating in that drama, why you were made to participate? It was your drama, not another's! No 
man can ever be a mere spectator of drama in his own soul. It was intended that your participation 
should prepare you for becoming a Master Mason by teaching you the secret of a Master Mason, by which the soul may 
rise above its internal enemies if a man is a Mason in reality as well as in name. The real Master Mason is Master of 
himself. 
 
Did you ask why the three enemies came from his own circle, not from outside? The enemies most feared by the soul 
are always from within. As the Great Light reminds us, it is not that which kills the body that we need most to shun, 
but that which has power to destroy the spirit. Did you ask why it was that there was so much confusion among the 
craftsmen? The Temple is the symbol of a man's character and therefore breaks and falls when the soul, its architect, is 
helpless. 
 
The most we can obtain from others are such hints and suggestions as these. Print the story of Hiram Abif indelibly 
upon your mind. Ponder upon it. When you are at grips with your enemies, recall it and act according to the light you 
find in it. Your inner self will give, in the form of firsthand experience, that which the drama gave in the form of ritual 
and you will be wiser and stronger for having the guidance and the light the tragedy provides. 
 
Subject No. 4:  THE LAWS OF FREEMASONRY 
 
Every Master Mason is obliged to abide by the laws, resolutions and edicts of his Grand Lodge, the by-laws of the 
particular lodge of which he is a member, and to maintain and support the Landmarks and "ancient usages and customs 
of the fraternity." It is impossible to abide by any laws if we do not know what they are. 
 
The laws of Masonry, like the laws of nations, are both unwritten, the "common law," and written. The written laws, 
based on the "General Regulations" and the "Old Charges," are the constitution and by-laws of his own Grand Lodge, its 
resolutions and edicts, and the by-laws of his particular lodge. The ancient Landmarks are written in some 
jurisdictions; in others they are a part of the unwritten law. 
 
In a foreign jurisdiction a Mason is amenable to its laws, as well as those of his own jurisdiction. In this duality of 
allegiance Masonry follows the civil law; thus, an American residing abroad is amenable to the laws of the nation in 
which he lives, but is also expected to obey the laws of his own nation; for instance, an American residing abroad is not 
exempt from the United States Income Tax laws. Neither is a Mason from California exempt from the laws of the Grand 
Lodge of that state merely because he happens to be sojourning in Maine . 
 
"General Regulations", as set forth in " Anderson 's Constitution of 1723," have a curious history which it is not necessary 
to expound. Suffice it to say that they were adopted shortly after the formation in 1717 of the first or Mother Grand 
Lodge in England . The work was first published under the date of 1723. Unquestionably it embodies the laws of 
Masonry as they were known to the members of the four old lodges which formed the first Grand Lodge and hence have 
the respectability of an antiquity much greater than their printed life over 200 years. 
 
In general it may be said that the "Old Charges" are concerned with the individual brother and his relations to his lodge 
and his brethren, and the General Regulations with the conduct of the craft as a whole. The General Regulations 
permit their own alteration by Grand Lodge — the Old Charges do not.\ 
 
The Old Charges very evidently deal with both the operative and the speculative side of Masonry; some of their phrases 
are concerned with "the Lord's work." The context shows that it is not the Lord God who is here meant, but the 
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particular nobleman for whom building construction is undertaken 
 
Law in Masonry is so much more a matter of the heart than of the head, so much more concerned with setting forth 
conduct than in assessing penalties that, thoroughly to comprehend it, we must be willing to revise our ideas of law as 
we understand the enactment of legislatures. 
 
Many civil laws are provided with measures of enforcement and penalties for infringement; Masonic law knows but 
three penalties: reprimand, definite suspension and expulsion, or Masonic death. These Masonic penalties for serious 
infractions of Masonic law may be ordered after a Masonic trial and a verdict of guilty, but the punishment is usually 
made to fit the crime, and mercy is much more a part of Masonic than of civil law. Infractions of Masonic law resulting 
in trial and punishment are rare, compared to the number of Masons, the vast majority of whom are so willing and 
anxious to obey the laws that "enforcement" is seldom required. 
 
There is no universality in Masonic law in all jurisdictions. Different latitudes, different characters of people, different 
ideas, have all left their marks upon our Grand Lodges and their enactments. In the majority of essentials they are one; 
in some particulars they hold divergent views. A very large majority of Grand Lodges in the United States adhere to the 
spirit of the "Old Charges" and to the sense of the "General Regulations." 
 
It is, therefore, of real importance that Masons desiring to understand the laws by which the craft is governed and the 
legal standards by which Grand Lodge measures its "laws, resolutions, and edicts" should read both the "Old Charges" 
and the "General Regulations of 1723." When he reaches the last (thirty-ninth) of the "General Regulations", he will 
read, "every Annual Grand Lodge has an inherent power and authority to make new Regulations, or to alter these, for 
the real benefit of this ancient fraternity; provided always that the Old Landmarks be carefully preserved." 
 
The "old land marks," or the "Ancient Landmarks" as we customarily call them, are thus stated to be those foundations 
of the laws of Masonry which are not subject to change and consist of the laws, usages and customs which have existed 
since the time when the memory of man runneth not to the contrary. Had the Grand Lodge which first adopted these 
General Regulations formulated the "Ancient Landmarks" it would have saved much trouble and confusion for those 
newer Grand Lodges which came after. Apparently, however, the unwritten law of Masonry was so well understood and 
practiced then that it was not thought necessary to codify it 
 
There is still a great body of unwritten law which Masons customarily observe — our "ancient usages and customs" — 
which are not specified in print now any more than they were then. But the Landmarks have been reduced to print and 
make a part of the written law in many jurisdictions. Mackey's list of twenty-five Landmarks has been adopted as 
official in many American Masonic Jurisdictions; others have condensed his list into a lesser number, still keeping all his 
points; a few jurisdictions have a greater number of landmarks including some not specified in Mackey's list. Those 
jurisdictions which do not include a printed list of the Ancient Landmarks in their written law usually follow and 
practice them as a part of their unwritten law. (In a few instances some of the Landmarks as listed by Mackey are not 
recognized as such; for instance Mackey's Eighth Landmark, the inherent right of a Grand Master to "make Masons at 
sight," was specifically abrogated by an early Grand Lodge in California .) In general, however, whether written or 
unwritten, Grand Lodges adhere to the spirit of Mackey's list 
 
The Landmarks may be regarded as bearing the same relation to Masonic law in general, including the "Old Changes" 
and the "General Regulations," as the provisions of Magna Chart* bear to modern constitutional law. Just as Magna 
Charta specified some of toe inherent rights of men which all laws of all governments should consider and respect, so 
the Landmarks crystallize in words the inherent characteristics of Masonry — those fundamentals which make 
Freemasonry and without which it would be something else. 
 
Mackey's explanations of the several Landmarks are too long for inclusion here, but his twenty-five statements are 
short and, while not adopted by the Grand Lodge of Georgia, are reproduced in our Masonic Manual as Mackey's List of 
Landmarks. Jurisdictions which list a lesser or a greater number with a very few exceptions include all of Mackey's 
points. 
 
With these as a foundation, the "Old Charges" for precedent, the first "General Regulations" for organic law, Grand 
Lodges write and adopt their by-laws, which are subject to approval by Grand Lodge. Grand Masters formulate and 
issue edicts and make decisions. Often these are later incorporated by the Grand Lodge into the written law of the 
jurisdiction. All of these together, except where they conflict (as some of the earlier "General Regulations" necessarily 
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conflict with later enactments made to supersede them) form the legal structure of Freemasonry. 
 
Undeniably it is much looser than the similar body of law for the government of a nation. If Masonic law were 
interpreted wholly by the letter, as is necessarily the case in civil law, the government of the craft might often be as 
loose as its statutes. But as a matter of fact the craft is well governed. Its "ancient usages and customs" so soon win 
their way into the hearts of new brethren that there is a great resistance to any attempt to change the old order unless 
necessity shows that it is inescapable. Masons much prefer to whisper good counsel to an erring brother rather than 
subject him to Masonic trial whenever the gentler method can be made effective. 
 
The fraternity in this nation deals, yearly, with very large sums of money. The craft erects and maintains numbers of 
expensive homes for the helpless Mason and his dependents. The institution disburses a large amount in charity. The 
vast majority of its executives and officers serve long and arduous apprenticeship, giving their services for love, not 
money. These very practical matters are all conducted in accord with a more or less loosely woven body of law — and 
yet the fraternity as a whole can take pride in the undoubted fact that it is orderly, well governed, almost completely 
law abiding, and very reluctant to make any more new laws for itself than are absolutely necessary. 
 
The reason, of course, is found in the answer to the classic question: "Where were you first prepared to be a Mason?" 
 
Subject No. 5;  THE DUTIES, PRIVILEGES, AND RIGHTS OF A MASTER MASON 
 
You will not find the duties, rights, and privileges of a Master Mason anywhere clearly stated and numbered. They are 
scattered here and there, some in symbols, others in the form of customs, others in laws. Some are explicit; others are 
implied. 
 
A Master Mason's first duty is obviously to live by and act consistently with his obligation; unless this is done he cannot 
perform his other duties, nor will he be able to claim his rights and privileges. With this as a foundation a number of 
those duties and rights can be discussed in detail. 
 
It is a Master Mason's duty, legal and moral, to pay his share of the financial costs of the fraternity, promptly and 
ungrudgingly, whether in the form of dues or assessments. 
 
If he is unaffiliated he has the right to petition for membership in some lodge. He may choose the lodge to which he 
makes his petition, but he should seek for membership in some lodge. He has the right of affiliation. If he moves 
permanently to some other community, he is not required to maintain membership at a distance in his first lodge, but 
may petition for membership in a more convenient lodge. 
 
Visiting in lodges in which he does not hold membership is both a right and a privilege, though not a duty. It is a right 
in the sense that he may seek admittance into any regular lodge. It is a privilege in the sense that his admission into 
that lodge is contingent upon his being vouched for, or examined, and being permitted to enter by the Worshipful 
Master. If a Mason is not permitted to enter some lodge at a certain time, it should be only because his presence in the 
lodge at mat time might disturb the peace and harmony. This does not cancel his right to seek to visit it at another 
time or to seek to visit any other lodge. If he seeks to visit a lodge, lie has me privilege of being vouched for if some 
member of it has sat in lodge with him, so mat he is not compelled to undergo examination every time he seeks to 
visit. 
 
Masonic relief, like visiting, is both a right and a privilege. Every Mason has the lawful right to ask for it upon need 
without derogation to his dignity or endangering his standing. He may ask some lodge or some Master Mason. It is a 
privilege in that neither a lodge nor a Master Mason is compelled to give relief. Each lodge and each Mason is under 
obligation to heed the call for relief, but each is free to use judgment whether or not to extend relief, and if so, in 
what form. 
 
A Master Mason has the right to ask for a dimit or certificate of good standing and, if he is clear of the books and no 
charges have been preferred against him, the lodge must grant it upon unanimous secret ballot. If the vote be not 
unanimous and dimit is thereby refused, and if no charges are preferred by the next regular meeting, the Secretary 
should record the fact in the minutes and issue dimit without further action, but at any time prior to issuance he may 
withdraw the application. It is not compulsory that a Mason shall remain in a given lodge, for if it were, membership 
might be degraded into a penalty. One may hold his membership where he is happiest or it is most convenient, 
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provided he is elected to membership in that lodge. 
 
Every Master Mason in good standing has the right of Masonic burial. In practice his family has the right of requesting 
this honor. This right is of more importance than may at first appear. If without giving cause a lodge refused to give 
Masonic Honors at death, the community naturally would think that some secret disgrace attached to the dead, known 
only to the lodge, and both his name and his family would suffer accordingly. It is, however, the rule in some 
jurisdictions that he must himself have requested Masonic burial. 
 
Among the most important of his rights, though exercised under unhappy conditions, is his right of trial by his peers, 
under regulated conditions, with freedom to present evidence. This assures him that no lodge can degrade him without 
a fair trial. Neither his lodge, nor any officer or member, can remove him out of malice or spite. Nor can he be made 
to suffer the penalties of Masonry out of idle gossip or hearsay. Right of trial guarantees him all the securities of 
justice. 
 
If he is brought to trial in his own lodge on charges of un-Masonic conduct and found guilty he has the right to appeal to 
the Grand Lodge. This right is his guaranty against possible injustice, more particularly against local prejudice or 
spiteful persecution by some private enemy. 
 
A Master Mason's privileges are to be described in principal and in spirit rather than in detail because they vary much 
and depend on local conditions. He has a right of a voice in his lodge, a vote, and to hold office. He has also the 
privilege of giving Masonic service, one of the principal sources of the joy in Masonic life. A lodge may do many things 
which are neither required nor prohibited by law; it may hold social affairs, give special entertainments, offer special 
programs, foster some Masonic educational enterprise, an employment committee, may have a library, maintain club 
rooms, maintain a bed or a ward in a hospital, a lot or even a cemetery of its own; all according to its abilities or the 
wishes of its members. In a spirit of service and not from compulsion, the Grand Lodge offers many privileges which are 
as open to the individual Mason as to the lodge. Membership gives no man the right to demand these things of either 
the lodge or the Grand Lodge, but if, thanks to circumstances and good fortune, they are offered, every member has 
the same right to enjoy such privileges as any other. 
 
Beyond all these specific duties, rights, and privileges stands a more general region in which all are mingled together; 
the whole domain of Masonry's teachings, her ritual and symbols, her history, her ideals of jurisprudence, her 
philosophy, her literature, the whole Royal Art. That Royal Art includes truths, ideals, and teachings, and every Master 
Mason owes a duty to be faithful to them. It is his right to be taught that Art and to have it in its fullness, none of it 
being reserved for a privileged few. It is his to enjoy all the privileges it offers to the spirit, the mind, the heart. All 
that Freemasonry is, all that it means, all that it has to give or to offer, belongs to every individual Mason in the same 
way and to the same extent as to all others. However onerous your duties may prove to be, or however rigidly your 
rights may at times appear to be regulated, such burdens sink into nothingness by comparison with this one privilege - 
that Freemasonry in all her height, and breadth, and length, and richness belongs to you to use and enjoy. 


